IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS OF NORTHAMPTON COUNTY
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
CRIMINAL DIVISION - LAW

IN RE: ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 2020-20 No.: C-48-AD-75-2020

Pa.R.J.A. 1952 — JUDICIAL EMERGENCY

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER

AND NOW, this 4t day of May, 2020, pursuant to (1) the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s Orders dated March 16, 2020, April 1, 2020,
and April 28, 2020, which suspended “all time calculations for purposes of
time computation relevant to court cases or other judicial business” from
March 19, 2020 through May 10, 2020, and specifically prohibited evictions
from residences through May 11, 2020 for failure to make a monetary

payment;! and 2) Pennsylvania Rule of Judicial Administration 1952,

1 Atthough Pennsylvania Rule of Judicial Administration 1952 allows a President Judge of a
Judiclal District to “suspend or modify the time requirements and limitations established by
local rules,” with respect to statewide rules, the President Judge may “make application to
the Supreme Court to temporarily suspend or modify statewide court rules as applied to any
case or cases in the judiclal district.” See Pa.R.J.A. 1952(B)(2)(1), (m). The Landlord
Tenant Act of 1951, 68 P.S. § 250.101, and the Rules of Civil Procedure Governing Actions
and Proceedings Before Magisterial District Judges are statewide laws and statewide rules of
procedure. This Court has not made application to the Supreme Court to suspend any
statewide laws or statewide rules of procedure, nor have we stated in any Administrative
Order that any statewide laws or statewide rules of procedure have been suspended.
Therefore, pursuant to the Supreme Court’s Orders, the prohibition in the Third Judiclal
District on the issuance of orders of possession and eviction from residential properties for
failing to make monetary payments expires on May 11, 2020.




